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W
e didn't cross the border –  

the border crossed us.

Chicano/a Slogan  

S
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o
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o
p
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F
ilm
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n
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h
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K
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u
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Livin
g

 in
 

P
o

sth
u

m
an

 W
o

rld
s

R
e

c
e

n
tly in

 h
isto

ric
a

l, th
e

o
re

tic
a

l, a
n

d
 c

riti-
c

a
l n

a
tu

ra
l sc

ie
n

c
e

 re
se

a
rc

h
, p

o
sth

u
m

a
n

ist           
ap

p
ro

ach
es an

d
 a so

-called
 "N

ew
 M

aterialism
" 

h
a

ve
 c

o
m

e
 in

to
 th

e
 sc

o
p

e
 o

f in
te

re
st. H

e
re

, 
co

n
cep

ts a
n

d
 m

eth
o

d
s a

re b
ein

g
 d

evelo
p

ed
 

th
a

t d
e

a
l w

ith
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
le

x in
te

rre
la

tio
n

s o
f 

n
a

tu
re a

n
d

 cu
ltu

re a
n

d
 m

a
teria

l(s), m
a

tter(s), 
an

d
 d

isco
u

rse. 
In

 c
o

n
tra

s
t to

 a
n

 a
n

th
ro

p
o

c
e

n
tric

 vie
w

 a
n

d
 

h
e

n
c

e
 a

lso
 in

 c
o

m
p

a
riso

n
 to

 a
n

 e
th

n
o

- a
n

d
  

an
d

ro
cen

tric view
, th

ey to
u

ch
 u

p
o

n
 th

e co
n

cep
t 

o
f h

u
m

an
 an

d
 n

o
n

-h
u

m
an

 ag
en

cy, n
atu

ral an
d

 
tech

n
ica

l a
cto

rs, exp
ressin

g
 a

 m
u

lti-sp
ecies 

n
etw

o
rk. W

h
en

 d
ea

lin
g

 w
ith

 th
e “d

iversity o
f 

life
” in

 d
iffe

re
n

t p
u

b
lic

 re
a

lm
s

, im
a

g
e

s
 a

re 
essen

tia
l. T

h
is ico

n
o

g
ra

p
h

ic issu
e is n

o
t o

n
ly 

co
n

cern
in

g
 q

u
estio

n
s o

f rep
resen

ta
tio

n
 in

 a 
b

ro
a

d
er sen

se, w
h

ere p
o

litics o
f im

a
g

es p
la

y 
a significant role issue elaborated by critical, 
fe

m
in

is
t a

n
d

 p
o

s
tc

o
lo

n
ia

l a
rts

 a
n

d
 c

u
ltu

ra
l 

stu
d

ies in
 th

e la
st d

ecad
es. 

T
o

 a
n

 even
 h

ig
h

er d
eg

ree, it co
n

cern
s o

u
r en

-
visio

n
in

g
 o

f fu
tu

re co
n

stella
tio

n
s o

f b
io

d
iver-

sity and conviviality, insofar as these influence 
th

e o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity o
f sh

ap
in

g
 th

e p
resen

t. In
 th

is 
w

ay, th
ey also

 referred
 to

 th
e clo

se in
terrelatio

n
 

o
f th

eo
ries, co

n
cep

ts, an
d

 p
ractices th

at can
 b

e 
exp

erien
ced

 in
 th

e m
ateriality an

d
 em

b
o

d
im

en
t 

o
f kn

o
w

led
g

e. 
H

e
n

c
e

, revisio
n

s o
f visu

a
l c

u
ltu

re
s o

f (b
io

)- 
d

ive
rs

ity
 a

s
 w

e
ll a

s
 a

 tra
n

s
d

is
c

ip
lin

a
rity

-
o

rien
ted

 a
rtistic p

ra
ctice ta

rg
etin

g
 th

is h
ig

h
ly 

re
le

va
n

t fie
ld

 o
f a

c
tio

n
s

 a
re

 c
o

n
trib

u
tin

g
 a 

fu
n

d
am

en
tal p

art to
 th

e ta
sk o

f sen
sitizin

g
 fo

r 
cu

rren
t an

d
 fu

tu
re q

u
estio

n
s an

d
 p

ro
b

lem
s. 

   In
stallatio

n
 

Borderlands. (Re)thinking N
ative Spaces

W
ith

 th
e term

 'la m
estiza' [h

yb
rid

ity] G
lo

ria E
. A

n
zald

ú
a 

d
etailed

 1
9

8
7

 in
 "B

o
rd

erlan
d

s. La F
ro

n
tera" in

 p
ro

se an
d 

p
o

em
s b

o
th

 visib
le an

d
 in

visib
le "b

o
rd

ers." A
m

o
n

g
 o

th
er 

things influenced by Anzaldúa Donna J. H
araw

ay's Cyborg 
figure encouraged the idea of hybridity for the 1990th to 
criticize dichotom

ies betw
een nature and culture, w

om
en, 

and m
en, non-hum

ans, and hum
ans. R

ecently, in discourses 
about the P

osthum
an R

osi B
raidotti (2013), H

araw
ay (2015), 

an
d

 o
th

er fem
in

ist scien
ce an

d
 tech

n
o

lo
g

y p
h

ilo
so

p
h

ers 
a

g
a

in
 d

iscu
ss o

u
r (in

)visib
le "b

o
rd

ers" to
 q

u
estio

n
 th

e       
A

nthropocene. 
F

o
llo

w
in

g
 th

ese research
ers stu

d
en

ts fro
m

 F
reib

u
rg

 an
d 

M
edellín/Colum

bia cam
e in contact, visited geographic 

places in M
edellín and Freiburg to (re)think native spaces, 

and tell each other science (and) fiction stories. Through 
d

ifferen
t m

ed
ia, th

ey ask: W
h

at d
id

 w
e exp

erien
ce in

 o
u

r 
exchange?  
T

he installation com
bines topics of all w

orkshops, invites to 
discuss these different borderlands, it's a w

ork-in-progress 
q

u
estio

n
in

g
 o

u
r p

o
sth

u
m

a
n

 w
o

rld
. S

p
ecia

l g
u

est: N
o

ra 
M

argarita V
argas Z

uluaga, U
niversidad de M

edellín

  F
ilm

Donna Haraw
ay, Fabrizio Terranova//2016, 90 m

in.
Storytelling For Earthly Survival
Donna H

araw
ay is a prom

inent scholar in the field of science 
and technology, a fem

inist, and a science-fiction enthusiast 
w

ho w
orks at building a bridge betw

een science and fiction. 
S

he becam
e know

n in the 1980s through her w
ork on gen-

der, identity, and technology, w
hich broke w

ith the prevailing 
trends and opened the door to a frank,  serious, and playful 
trans-species fem

inism
. H

araw
ay is a gifted storyteller w

ho 
paints a rebellious and hopeful universe teem

ing w
ith critters 

and trans-species, in an era of disasters. Brussels film
m

aker 
Fabrizio Terranova visited Donna H

araw
ay at her hom

e in 
California, living w

ith her – alm
ost literally, for a few

 w
eeks, 

and there produced a quirky film
 portrait. Terranova allow

ed 
H

a
ra

w
ay to

 sp
ea

k in
 h

er en
viro

n
m

en
t, u

sin
g

 a
ttra

ctive          
staging that em

phasized the playful, cerebral sensitivity of 
the scientist. T

he result is a rare, candid, intellectual portrait 

of a highly original thinker. 

S
ee m

ore: http://w
w

w
.editorialconcreta.org/S

torytelling-for-
E

arthly-S
urvival, https://earthlysurvival.org/

P
ierre H

uyghe, 2014, 19 m
in.

(U
ntitled) Hum

an M
ask

In Pierre H
uyghe’s w

ork, the boundary betw
een fiction and 

rea
lity is b

lu
rred

 a
s h

e co
n

stru
cts a

n
 exp

erien
ce o

f th
e 

w
orld. In m

asterfully, painstakingly staged settings, people 
an

d
 p

u
p

p
ets b

eh
ave as eq

u
als w

h
ile an

im
als an

d
 p

lan
ts   

ap
p

ear to
 am

b
le o

n
 b

o
th

 sid
es o

f th
e b

o
rd

er o
f th

e im
ag

i-
nary. (U

ntitled) H
um

an M
ask, created in 2014, takes view

ers 
to

 a Jap
an

ese lan
d

scap
e scarred

 b
y th

e recen
t tsu

n
am

i 
an

d
 th

e F
u

ku
sh

im
a n

u
clear d

isaster. T
h

ere w
e w

itn
ess a 

scene inspired by real-life events: in an em
pty, dilapidated 

restau
ran

t, a m
o

n
key w

h
o

se face is co
n

cealed
 by a trad

i-
tional theater m

ask seem
s to be w

aiting for custom
ers w

ho 
never com

e. Im
patiently pacing the prem

ises, stopping to 
listen for the sound of som

eone approaching, or gazing out 
th

e w
in

d
o

w
, th

e ch
aracter trap

p
ed

 in
 th

at su
rreal settin

g 
p

erfo
rm

s a ro
u

tin
e w

h
o

se th
em

e, acco
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e artist 
him

self, is none other than the hum
an condition.

S
ee: https://w

w
w

.guggenheim
-bilbao.eus/en/exhibitions/

pierre-huyghe-untitled-hum
an-m

ask/

  T
he S

ym
posium

 Living in 
P

osthum
an W

orlds 
w

an
ts to

 o
p

en
 u

p
 a creative an

d
 co

llab
o

rative 
w

orkspace to think and discuss together facing 
th

e q
u

estio
n

: H
o

w
 d

o
 w

e live, an
d

 w
an

t to
 live 

now
adays, and in the future?

S
pecial guests w

ill be: 
Julia Bee (M

edia and Cultural Studies, Bauhaus-
U

niversity-W
eim

ar)
Lisa Handel  (Cultural Studies, University Düsseldorf) 
Katja H

arbi (Photography and Cultural Anthropo-
logy, B

erlin/Israel, https://w
w

w
.katjaharbi.com

/)

S
poken language: G

erm
an and E

nglish!

Registration: genderingM
IN

T@
uni-freiburg.de



Fem
inist postcolonial and afro-futurist science fictions are 

an inspiration of H
araw

ay’s cyborg figuration and theorists 
for cyborgs. H

aving been denied the status of the hum
an 

for a longtim
e Black and postcolonial authors have specific 

access to the concept of the hum
an as w

ell as the post-    
hum

an. A reading of O
ctavia Butler’s short story “Blood-

child” (1984) w
ill explore the notion ‚becom

ing w
ith’ (rather 

than posthum
anism

) in her story about hum
ans living 

together w
ith another species. 

Dagm
ar Fink is a freelance literary critic and cultural theorist as w

ell 
as a translator. H

er research focuses on a critique of representation, 
cyborg theories, queer fem

ininities, popular cultures (especially 
science fiction) and fem

inist technoscience studies. 

  W
orkshops

Session I: Interactive Ethnographies as Parasitic Ecologies
In contrast to the inform

ation theory of Claude Shannon, 
for M

ichel Serres confusion is dom
inant in every relation. 

The focus is not on the transm
itter/receiver relationship, but 

on the relationship betw
een effect and noise. In this line of 

thought, w
e use m

edial connections as a form
 of organic 

m
edial-parasitic entanglem

ent for our artistic research, in 
w

hich phenom
ena and know

ledge are radically intertw
ined. 

See: http://deglobalize.com
 

Daniel Fetzner is a professor for D
esign and Artistic R

esearch 
at O

ffenburg U
niversity. 

M
artin Dornberg, M

D, Ph.D., Physician, and Philosopher is w
or-

king as Lecturer for philosophy at the Center for Anthropology 
and G

ender Studies as w
ell as the Institute of M

edia Cultural 
Studies at Freiburg U

niversity. 
Fetzner's and Dornberg's prim

ary research interests are m
edia 

ethnographic explorations, new
 m

aterialism
, and interactive 

docum
entary. http://w

w
w

.m
etaspace.de

Session II: Zone of Being and N
onbeing

Place/ landscape is forgetting w
ell as rem

em
bering. M

oving 
through the streets of M

edellín, Colum
bia, w

e did rem
em

ber: 
it does m

atter w
here you com

e from
. 

https:/net.cs.uni-bonn.de/fileadm
in/ag/itsec/projekte/m

onika/bm
bf-

eng.pg11. http://w
w

w
.genderingm

int.uni-freiburg.de/im
ages/logos/

H
S-Logo_BLAU

.png

   Sym
posium

 w
ith W

orkshop
Liefm

annhaus, Goethestr. 33
Living in Posthum

an W
orlds

   Program

2018, July 20

10.00 am
  

Opening:  M
arion M

angelsdorf
 

 
The Posthum

an in Science (&) Fiction
10.30 am

   
Dagm

ar Fink: Cyborgs in Fem
inist 

 
 

(Techno)Science and Fiction: 
 

 
A Posthum

an Figuration?
11.30 am

  
Coffee & Lunch Break 

W
orkshop Session I

02.00  pm
   

Critical Zones – 
 

 
Interactive Ethnographies as 

 
 

Parasitic Ecologies
 

 
Daniel Fetzner & M

artin Dornberg

Installation w
ith Discussion

05.00 pm
  

Borderlands. (Re)thinking N
ative Spaces 

 
 

w
ith students from

 M
edellín and 

 
 

Freiburg 

Evening Event
Kom

m
unales Kino, Urachstr. 40

07.00 pm
  

Film
 & Discussion 

 
 

Donna H
araw

ay: 
 

 
Storytelling For Earthly Survival

 
 

by Fabrizio Terranova

     2018, July 21
  Liefm

annhaus, Goethestr. 33
10.00 am

   
Opening:  M

arion M
angelsdorf 

 
 

The Posthum
an in Science (&) Fiction

W
orkshops Session II-III

10.15 am
  

Zone of Being and Nonbeing
 

 
Cathrin H

ausch & Veronika Brunninger
01.00 pm

  
Lunch break

01.30 pm
  

Posthum
an Choreographies in a 

 
 

M
edia ecological [Bio]diversity Lab

 
 

M
arion M

angelsdorf and students 

Kom
m

unales Kino, Urachstr. 40

Film
 w

ith End Discussion

04.00 pm
  

Short film
 (Untitled) Hum

an   
 

 
 

M
ask (2014) by Pierre H

uyghe
 

 
and end discussion w

ith all guests,  
 

 
w

ho w
ant to participate

05.00 pm
  

End

Installation 
During the Sym

posium
 an Installation w

ill be show
n.

   Lecture
Cyborgs in Fem

inist (Techno) Science and Fiction: A 
Posthum

an Figuration? 

The idea of a cybernetic organism
 –

 in short: cyborg –   
a system

 com
bination of m

an and m
achine em

erged in the 
1960s in the context of m

ilitary research. The US Am
erican 

biologist and philosopher of science Donna H
araw

ay took 
up this m

ilitaristic 'techno hum
anist' figure as a figuration 

for her fem
inist m

anifesto (1985). 

Inspired by W
.E.B. Du Bois’s concept of the color line, w

hich 
exam

ines the zones of being and nonbeing, w
e w

ant to w
alk 

through the streets of Freiburg w
ith open eyes for our colonial 

history that still m
arks the public spaces w

here w
e m

ove 
every day w

ithout being aw
are of it. These m

arks can at the 
sam

e tim
e not be seen as w

ell as hurt people; it depends 
on w

hich zone you m
ove. W

e w
ould like to rem

em
ber our-

selves in this w
orkshop on w

hat it m
eans to be privileged, 

and ask questions about how
 it feels to live in the zone of 

being and w
hich consequences our actions have for others 

and ourselves.
Veronika Brunninger is a student of the Freiburger m

aster program
 

Gender Studies. She is a (queer)fem
inist academ

ic activist, Yoga 
teacher and vegan cook. She is interested in art and non-w

estern 
based research.
Cathrin Hausch is a student of the Freiburger m

aster program
 Gender 

Studies. She is a (queer)fem
inist philosopher, observer, and lecturer. 

She is interested in connecting categories by critically asking for their 
(historical) context. Language and 'culture' are her favorite objects/
tools/productions.

Session III: Posthum
an Choreographies 

in a M
edia ecological [Bio]diversity Lab

The w
orkshop opens up an experim

ental field, a 'M
edia-

ecological [Bio]diversity Lab'. Therefore, w
e w

ill discuss an 
interactive docum

entary referring to on-site experiences in a 
m

arteloscope. M
arteloscopes are hectare sized forest areas, 

w
here the trees are serially num

bered. Through tablets, it's 
possible to get data about the ecologic and the econom

ic 
value of each tree. 
Focusing on one tree, w

e w
ill explore heterogenous per-

spectives concerning this nonhum
an species. Thereby, w

e 
face [bio]diversity as an interdisciplinary concept of 'nature- 
cultures.' Asking: H

ow
 can w

e find w
ays of fostering variety in 

flora and fauna as w
ell as variation in hum

an w
ays of living? 

M
arion M

angelsodorf is m
anaging director of the Freiburger             

Gender Studies, and Gender in Science and Technology scholar. As a 
m

em
ber of the research group M

Body she com
bines ethnographical 

approaches w
ith art-based research.

Concept & Layout: M
arion M

angelsdorf


